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That the execution was a wise and opportune stroke
of policy can hardly be disputed. It broke up the
Catholic party in England at the moment when their
disaffection was about to bo tempted by the appearance
of the Armada. There had boon a time when they
had hopes of James. Bub he was now known to be a
stiff Protestant. Only tho small Jesuitical faction
was prepared to accept Philip either as an heir of
John of Gaunt or as Mary's legatee. There was no
other Catholic with a shadow of a claim. Tho bulk of
tho party therefore ceased to look forward to a restora-
tion of tho old religion, and rallied to tho cause of
national independence.

NOTE ON  PAVI.ETS ALIKIUCT) Klil'USAl  TO MUKKlin  ItlAJiY.

I have not alluded hi the text to the Htory, generally repeated
!>y historians, that Elizabeth urged I'aulot and Urury to
murder Mary privately. There is no doubt that, after tho
Bignaturo of the warrant, Waluingham and Uavison, by Eliza-
beth's direction, urged Paulot and Urary to put Mary to death,
and that thoy refused. But was it a private murder that was
meant or a public oxeoution without delivery of tho warrant ?
There is nothing in any of Davison's statements inconsistent
with tho latter and far more probable explanation. Tho
blacker ubarge ia founded solely on tbo two letturH whieh are
generally aeueptod as being tlio.se which passed between tho
secretaries and Paulot, but which may bo confidently set down
as impudent forgeries. They were lirat given to tho world in
1722 by Dr. George Mackenzie, a violent Marian, who says
that a copy of thuiii waa sent him by Mr. Uvry of Christ
Church, Oxford, and that thoy had been found among Panlet'e
papers. Two years later they wore printed by Hearne, an
Oxford Jacobite ami Nonjuror, who says ho got tliein from a.
copy furnished him by a friend unnamed (Urry?), who told
him he had copied them in 1717 from a M.S. letter-hook of